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to expire, Austria once more applied for admission,
and once again met with a refusal. Behind the
refusal was Bismarck, whose general attitude to
Austria had by this time become clearly defined.
About this date he paid a visit to London, and while
he was there he made a surprisingly frank confession
of his prospects and his programme to Benjamin
Disraeli, in whom he found a congenial spirit.
'I shall soon be compelled/ he said, 'to undertake
the leadership of the Prussian Government. My first
care will be, with or without the help of Parliament,
to reorganise the army. The King has righdy set
himself this task. He cannot, however, carry it through,
with his present councillors. When the army has been
brought to such a state as to command respect, then I
will take the first opportunity to declare war upon
Austria, burst asunder the German Bund, bring the
middle and smaller states into subjection, and give
Germany a national union under the leadership of
Prussia.* *
If Bismarck had put this lucid pronouncement in
a book instead of merely uttering it in conversation,
the tide of the book would probably, and most
appropriately, have been Mein Kampf. Disraeli re-
peated the words of Bismarck to Count Vitzthum,
the Saxon minister in London, adding the warning,
'Take care of that man! He means what he says/ f
* J. W. Headlam, Bismarck, p. 157; Buckle, Life of Disraeli, vol. iv.
p. 341-
f Vitzthum, St Petersburg atid London, vol. ii. p. 172.
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